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Director’s Notes
By David Ivers, Director of King Charles III

I’ve always had a love for what I call the “gigantic-intimate-play.” Having spent most 
of my studies and subsequent career getting “intimate” with the classics, this may 
make sense. These are big plays, yes. And, yes, they can be wordy, too. But my good-
ness are they thrilling. The classic repertoire owes much of its genius to those who 
have come before (thanks, Shakespeare) and that, I hope, is a never-ending cycle. 

So, imagine my delight when extraordinary playwright Mike Bartlett comes along 
with a searing new play, written almost entirely in iambic pentameter (thanks again, 
Shakespeare) which is billed as a “future history play” about the living Royal Family.

Make no mistake: King Charles III is a modern masterpiece. 

In its vastness, Bartlett asks unimaginable what-ifs as he inks the future of England’s 
monarchy after the death of Queen Elizabeth II. He dares to contemplate what a shift 
in power might look like when Elizabeth passes on. We know (think we know?) these 
people. My mother, born and raised in England, still wells with tears when she sees 
the Queen on television; others, including myself, have literally grown up with a lens 
trained on Diana, Prince William, Prince Harry and Camilla. And while this is one 
of those “gigantic” plays, the intimacy at its center reveals a familiar, jolting family 
drama. It unfolds with such shocking relevancy it’s astounding. Here, during the first 
hours of Charles’ reign, the play demands decisions be made about the freedom of the 
press, the power of government, the value of tradition, the transfer of power… wait… 
I said this was set in England, didn’t I? 

There’s more: soaring poetry, plenty of laughs, a ghost and a push against the status 
quo as Bartlett’s narrative hurls this political thriller toward a powerful, compelling 
and tumultuous conclusion. Never have I worked on a play that grows more and more 
relevant to our current political climate as every hour of each day goes by. Thanks to 
these fine artists and to Karen Azenberg and PTC for having the guts to nourish Utah 
with this kind of work. So happy to be back.
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King Charles III? 

Continued on page 3

If the Queen never abdicates her throne, then 
Charles could be in his seventies by the time he 
takes the throne. Charles is already three years 
older than the oldest monarch to ascend. In the 
aftermath of Diana’s death, Charles made the 
critical error of leaking a story that he would be 
“privately delighted” if the Queen stepped aside. 
This made Queen Elizabeth furious, and she 
demanded—and received—a public apology from 
her son. Diana’s influence on the monarchy still 
persists, as she had openly stated that she would 
rather William succeed his the Queen than Charles. 
Public opinion polls still reflect the presence of 
Diana’s ghost. 

Charles’ role as Prince of Wales has largely been 
waiting to be crowned king. He spent a lot of his 
time creating and working for charities, which 
reflect his wide array of political interests—too 
big of a range for most people’s comfort. Charles 
is known for his “Black Spider Memos” (named 
for his spindly handwriting), which are out-spoken 
politically, rambling and frequently insult specific 
members of the government and Parliament. These 
memos are frowned upon because the monarch—
and by extension the heir apparent—is by tradition 
supposed to be politically neutral. 

Queen Elizabeth II has been the center of world 
events for five generations. It is difficult to imagine 
her passing. The Queen’s funeral has been planned 
down the last second. Before the public can be alerted 
to her passing, several things must happen behind 
closed doors. First, the Palace must make sure that the 
Queen’s four children and eight grandchildren have 
been notified. Then the Prime Minister must summon 
his ministers for an emergency cabinet meeting. The 
cabinet must then convene an Ascension Council 
which includes: Privy Council members, Lords of 
the Realm, High Commissioners of Commonwealth 
countries and the Lord Mayor of London. The 
Ascension Council is to formally proclaim the new 
monarch. 

In the Event of the 
Queen’s Death

Wielding Power
A main function of the monarch is to provide “Royal 
Assent” to the Parliament on bills. The traditional 
knowledge is that no monarch has refused Parliament 
for over 300 years. But in 2013 citizens learned that 
both the Queen and heir have withheld their consent 
many times. 

Notably, Queen Elizabeth 
vetoed the Military Actions 
Against Iraq Bill in 1999, which 
would have shifted military 
power from the monarch to 
Parliament. It is difficult to 
account for all of their vetoes, 
but it seems that Charles has 
vetoed some dozen bills in the 
last ten years.

L-R:  John Ford-Dunker (Prince Harry) 
and Grant Goodman (William)
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Camilla, Charles and Diana 
• Camilla and Charles were friends long before 

Charles met Diana. 
• Several royal biographers have claimed that 

Charles and Camilla tried to get approval for 
marriage but were denied because Camilla was 
seen as an unsuitable wife.  

• When Charles heard of the engagement of Camilla 
and Andrew Parker Bowles in 1973 (Charles 
was engaged to Diana in 1983), he wrote to Lord 
Mountbatten: “I suppose the feeling of emptiness 
will pass eventually.”

• Charles had an affair with Camilla during his 
marriage to Diana. 

• Diana had her own affair with Major James 
Hewitt—some rumors claimed that Hewitt was 
Harry’s father rather than Charles, but Harry was 
born before Diana’s affair began.

• During an interview in 1995: Diana said of her 
relationship with Hewitt, “Yes, I adored him. Yes, I 
was in love with him. But I was very let down [by 
him].” 

• Referring to her husband’s affair with Camilla 
Parker Bowles, she said, “Well, there were three of 
us in this marriage, so it was a bit crowded.” 

• Of herself, she said, “I’d like to be a queen of 
people’s hearts.” 

• On the Prince of Wales’ suitability for kingship, 
she stated, “Because I know the character I would 
think that the top job, as I call it, would bring 

enormous limitations to him, and I don’t know 
whether he could adapt to that.”

• On 20 December 1995, Buckingham Palace 
publicly announced the Queen had sent letters to 
the Charles and Diana advising divorce—this was 
backed by the Prime Minister and by senior Privy 
Counsellors. 

• Charles and Diana were reportedly not on speaking 
terms with each other by the time of Diana’s death.

• On 10 February 2005, Clarence House announced 
that Camilla and Charles were engaged. 

• Charles gave Camilla a diamond ring that was 
believed to have been given to his grandmother 
when she gave birth to Queen Elizabeth II.

• Charles’ parents did not attend the marriage 
ceremony and neither did Camilla’s father; 
instead, Camilla’s son and Prince William acted as 
witnesses to the union.

• If Charles were to become King, Camilla would 
become the “Princess Consort.” 

• Camilla wouldn’t want to be called “Queen 
Consort” because this would have been Diana’s 
title. However, it is unclear if this was actually 
Camilla’s choice. The last time something similar 
happened was when Queen Victoria married 
the unpopular Prince Albert, who was “Prince 
Consort” rather than the traditional “King 
Consort.” 

L-R:  John Hutton (King Charles III) and 
Monique Fowler (Camilla)
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Windsor Family 
Reach
Elizabeth II is Queen of: the United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica, 
Barbados, the Bahamas, Grenada, Papua New 
Guinea, the Solomon Islands, Tuvalu, Saint Lucia, 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Belize, and Saint Kitts and Nevis, where 
she is represented by Governors-General. The 
sixteen countries of which she is Queen are known 
as Commonwealth Realms, and their combined 
population is 140 million.

Queen Elizabeth II became Queen of the United 
Kingdom and Head of the Commonwealth on 6th 
February 1952. She is head of the British Royal 
Family, has four children, eight grandchildren and five 
great-grandchilden, and is 90 years, nine months and 
24 days old. She is the 32nd great-granddaughter of 
King Alfred the Great who was the first effective King 
of England 871-899.

Queen Elizabeth II 

Residencies 
Buckingham Palace
• Residence and administrative headquarters of the 

British monarch. 
• Thus, Buckingham Palace is a symbol and home 

of the British monarchy, an art gallery and a tourist 
attraction.

Kensington Palace
• Kensington Palace is a royal residence set in 

Kensington Gardens, in the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea in London, England. 

• It has been a residence of the British Royal Family 
since the 17th century, and is the 
official London residence of William 
and Kate. 

• Prince Harry moved into an adjacent 
apartment (part of the Palace 
compound) in 2012. 

• After Diana and Charles’ wedding in 
1981, they moved in. 

• Diana and her two sons, Prince 
William and Prince Harry, continued 
to live at Kensington until her death in 
1997.  

• After Diana’s death, Kensington 
Palace became an unofficial memorial 
to the “People’s Princess,” the gates 
full of flowers and notes.

Clarence House 
• Residence of Charles, Prince of Wales, and 

Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, since their 
marriage.

• It is attached to St. James’s Palace and shares the 
garden. 

• From 1953-2002, Queen Elizabeth the Queen 
Mother lived there.

• From 2003-2011, Prince William lived there, and 
from 2003-2012, Prince Harry lived there.

• “Clarence House” is synonymous with the office 
of Prince Charles. 
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• Bagehot: (February 1826 - 24 March 1877) was a 
British journalist, businessman and essayist who 
wrote extensively about government, economics 
and literature.

• Boujis: Trendy London nightclub, known as a 
favorite of Prince Harry. In 2015, it was shut down 
for a few weekend due to fights breaking out in the 
club, and as of April, 2016, it is now a members-
only club to avoid the frequent brawls. 

• Communications Advisor: A special adviser 
works in a supporting role to the British 
government. With media, political or policy 
expertise, their duty is to assist and advise 
government ministers. They are often referred to 
as “SPAD”s (special political advisors). Being 
a special advisor has become a frequent career 
stage for young politicians before being elected 
Members of Parliament, which has attracted 
criticism in recent years.

• Despatch Box: A wooden box used as a lectern 
from which frontbench members of Parliament 
deliver speeches to their parliamentary chamber. 
Originally, despatch boxes were for members to 
carry bills into the chamber. Now, the House of 
Commons keeps a pair of ornate wooden despatch 
boxes—one on the Government side and the other 
on the Opposition side. Ministers and shadow 
ministers deliver speeches at their side’s boxes

• Hewlitt: Princess Diana’s former body guard, 
rumored to be Harry’s father because they look so 
similar. For more on this, see “Camilla, Charles 
and Diana” in “Royal Families.”

• New Cross: A district and ward of south London 
in the London Borough of Lewisham, England.  

• Döner: A Döner kebab is a type of Turkish kebab, 
made of meat cooked on a vertical rotisserie. 
Similar dishes cooked on a vertical rotisserie are 
the Arab shawarma, Greek gyro and Mexican Al 
pastor.

• No. 10 Downing Street: The Residence and Office 
of the Prime Minister. The name of the building is 
somewhat synonymous with the Prime Minister 
him/herself.

•   

• Sun on Sunday: A tabloid paper.  https://www.
thesun.co.uk/

• Underbutler: The butler is the most senior worker 
in a household, usually in charge of running the 
rest of the staff. The underbutler is the butler’s 
deputy, who will fill in as butler if the butler 
himself is sick or absent.  

• Wagamama: Wagamama, a British-headquartered 
restaurant chain, serves Asian food inspired by the 
flavors of Japan. It’s sort of a fast-casual restaurant 
where you build your own bowls of Asian-inspired 
food. It’s one of the only restaurants open late in 
some places in the UK and is a favorite for drunk 
people. 

• William the Fourth, Precedent of: William IV 
took the throne when he was 64 and had a short 
and uneventful reign due to his age. He was stuck 
between two extreme sides of government and 
never pleased either one by trying to play the 
middle. 

Glossary

L-R:  Grant 
Goodman 
(William) 
and 
Samantha 
Eggers 
(Catherine)
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Our Equity Cast
DAVID IVERS (Director) returns to PTC after directing One Man, Two Guvnors, 
He is one of two artistic directors of the Utah Shakespeare Festival where he has 
acted and directed in nearly 50 productions spanning 20 seasons. 

J. TODD ADAMS (Mark Stevens, leader of the opposition) returns 
to PTC after playing Reverend John Hale in The Crucible. His other 
credits include: Three seasons at the Utah Shakespeare Festival, including The 
Three Musketeers, Henry V, Much Ado About Nothing and Sherlock Holmes: The 
Final Adventure. Film/Television: “Gilmore Girls,” “The West Wing,” Flyboys and 
Warriors of Virtue.

LARRY BULL (Tristan Evans, Prime Minister) is delighted to be making his de-
but here at PTC. Broadway: Lincoln Center (The Coast of Utopia). TV: “Madam 
Secretary,” “Law & Order: SVU.”

SAMANTHA EGGERS (Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge) makes her Pioneer 
Theater Company debut. Broadway & National Tour: Mamma Mia! Film/Televi-
sion: Get Happy!, Racing Colt, “Jane the Virgin,” “Deadly Sins.”   

JOHN FORD-DUNKER (Prince Harry) credits include Red (Geva Theatre), The 
Glory of the World (BAM), That High Lonesome Sound, So Unnatural A Level, 
Dracula, A Christmas Carol (Actors Theatre of Louisville), and others. 

MONIQUE FOWLER (Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall) has performed leading 
roles in classic and contemporary works on Broadway, off-Broadway and in many 
regional theatres across the US. Her appearances in television and film include 
“Law and Order” for NBC, “The Skin of our Teeth” and “The House of Mirth” for 
PBS and Woody Allen’s Celebrity.  

GRANT GOODMAN (Prince William, Duke of Cambridge) returns to Utah after 
having performed at the Utah Shakespeare Festival on several occasions — 
appearing as Petruchio in The Taming of the Shrew, Orsino in Twelfth Night, 
Colonel Brandon in Sense and Sensibility and as the title role in Macbeth, 
among others. National Tours include: The Merchant of Venice starring F. Murray 
Abraham. Film & Television: “As the World Turns,” “Sex and the City.”

JOHN HUTTON (King Charles III) King Charles III is his debut with Pioneer 
Theatre Company. Film and television: The Dwarves of Demrel, Distance, Who 
Would Think of a Flaming Trumpet?, “Power,” “Time After Time,” Murder of a 
President and Nobel. Other regional credits include 23 years at DCPA .

JESS NAHIKIAN (Jess) After spending the last four years in the UK, Nahikian 
makes her debut at PTC. Recent theatre credits: Alithea (The Country Wife), 
Virgillia (Coriolanus), Catherine (A View from the Bridge), Antigone (The 
Thebans), Margaret (The 39 Steps) and Mustardseed (A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream). 

MAX ROBINSON (James Reiss, Press Secretary to King Charles III) was last 
seen at PTC as Msr. Morrel in The Count of Monte Cristo. He has also appeared 
in Outside Mullingar, The Music Man, One Man, Two Guvnors and nearly 100 
other productions at PTC. Film and TV credits include Other People’s Money, “All 
My Children,” “One Life to Live,” “Touched by An Angel,” Woody Allen’s Shadows 
and Fog and Disney’s Pixel Perfect.     
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